The Birth of Helping Hand for Nepal

and Challenges…

The first year I taught high school, a student in my photo class told me he would become a doctor, donate his time in developing countries, and take me with him as his documentary photographer.  He became an ophthalmologist and twenty years later called me—Order your film; send me the bill; I’m taking you to Nepal.  Over a three-week period we were in five eye hospitals.  I fell in love with the sweet Nepali people and Helping Hand for Nepal was born.  www.hhnepal.org 

We are an all-volunteer registered nonprofit doing humanitarian projects in one of the world’s poorest countries.  100% of every donation goes for the Nepal project.  

Ten years of working in Nepal taught us an Emergency Medical Endowment is needed.  HHN has a committee of dedicated Nepali doctors in place to see that only those with life-saving medical emergencies and no way to afford treatment are helped.  An Endowment has been started with a minimum goal of US$1m set.  Once that is reached, earned income will be spent on these life-saving medical services.  Donations will never be spent.

Fundraising is a major problem.  There are over 6000 nonprofits in Alaska alone.  HHN does not qualify for Pick Click Give and other fundraising avenues open only to Alaskan projects.  In our celebrity-influenced society, how do we attract those who can shine their star-power on this much-needed medical endowment?  Americans are generous, but even though we are efficient and cost-effective, it is difficult to attract larger donors if you are a small, grassroots nonprofit.

