Helping Hand for Nepal alleviates poverty and suffering through Nepali-requested projects in medicine, education, and water supply.  HHN accepts special one-time-need projects.  Recognizing the need for sustainable development, HHN works directly with Nepalis.
  

Humanitarian development creates self-sufficiency—not dependency.

1.  There is a difference between being poor and living in poverty.  Poverty can be divided into two basic types:


a.  Absolute Poverty:
the failure to receive sufficient resources to support a minimum of physical health and efficiency, often expressed in terms of calories or nutritional levels.

b.  Relative Poverty:
less than the general standard of living in your society; what is culturally defined as being poor rather than some absolute level of deprivation.
“It is estimated that 20 million Nepalis will be living in absolute poverty by the year 2010.”—NGO Children of Nepal.  population = 28m
2.  Most often we define poverty relative to the standard of living in our country.  For example, poverty in the US looks nothing like poverty in Nepal or any developing country.  More often than not, we are really describing a relative state of being poor—not a level of absolute deprivation.

3.  How do you define poverty—in terms of income?  Daily calories?  Daily nutrition?  A home?

Multidimensional Poverty is the incidence of deprivation in several indicators (Oxford Poverty & Human Development Index).  OPHI’s Multidimensional Poverty Index uses ten indicators to measure poverty in three dimensions.  
www.ophi.org.uk 

a. Education:  schooling and child enrollment

b. Health:  child mortality and nutrition


c.   Living Standard:  electricity, sanitation, drinking water, floor, cooking fuel, and assets 
Patterns of deprivation in Nepal where the population is 90% rural, differ in rural and urban areas.  For example, 80% of all urban households (10% of the population) have access to electricity for lighting on a part-time basis, while less than 10% of all rural households have such access.  
NEPAL
The following are four different poverty definitions used in Nepal (2010).  All can be valid.

65%
live in multidimensional poverty  (based on education, health, & living standard)

55%
live on $1.25/day and below  (a poverty line—poverty lines are arbitrary)

78%
live on $2.00/day and below  (a poverty line)

33%
live below the Nepalese National Poverty Line – 1500 calories/day (nutritional or not)

Nepal, with an annual per capita income of around US$ 200 (55 cents/day)—total income divided by population, is one of the poorest countries in the world (World Bank).  

Note:
It is hard to understand true poverty and deprivation—not just being poor—based on money in a developing country that widely uses the barter system, and unless you know what that money will actually buy.  Often hard data is unavailable so estimations are used.
	2011 HHS Poverty Guidelines 

	Persons
in Family
	48 Contiguous
States and D.C.
	Alaska
	Hawaii

	1
	$10,890
	$13,600
	$12,540

	2
	 14,710
	 18,380
	 16,930

	3
	 18,530
	 23,160
	 21,320

	4
	 22,350
	 27,940
	 25,710






http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/11poverty.shtml 

[image: image1.jpg]NEHIIN




501.c.3  #92-0175716
www.hhnepal.org 
All-volunteer.  100% of every donation goes for the Nepal project.

